GUIDE TO ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Once you finish school at 16 you have a lot of options open to you. Your three main path-
ways are;

¢ Continuing in full-time education — either at school, sixth form or college
e Starting full-time work
e Work-based training.

You will generally have a goal that you want to achieve, perhaps going to university, and
it is important to research your next steps to help you reach that goal.

WHAT DO COLLEGES OFFER?

Further Education (FE) Colleges offer a wide range of nationally recognised qualifications
at various levels to suit the individual. The courses are closely linked to the needs of the
local industry, professional bodies and university entry. Most FE colleges also offer
academic qualifications such as A Levels and GCSEs.

ACADEMIC EXAMPLES l VOCATIONAL EXAMPLES TYPICAL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

This table compares the two pathways - either
academic or vocational — and shows what each
level means and how you can progress to the level
you are aiming for. Some courses or career path-
ways may ask for specific grades in relevant
subjects. It is best to ook at College and University
prospectuses for detailed entry requirements or

speak to your careers advisor for tailored advice.

For example, to study for an A Level in English it is

Education

expected that you would have a minimum of a C in
English at GCSE and for a National Diploma in
Business it is expected that of your 5 GCSE passes
A-C grade, two will be in English and Maths

specifically.

e AS and A Levels BTEC National Diplomas, Certificates Four or more GCSEs at grade C or above,
eve Access Diploma and Awards, NVQ Level 5 or a relevant Level 2 qualification
Certificates of Higher i ,
Level 4
. BTEC Higher Diplomas,
Level 5 Foundation Degrees
Certiﬁcates and Award31 NVQ Level 5
Level 6 Bachelors Degrees, Graduates BTEC Professional Diplomas, Passes at AS or A Level or a relevant
Certificates and Diplomas Certificates and Awards Level 3 qualification, Foundation Degree

ABOUT VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

NATIONAL CERTIFICATES AND NATIONAL DIPLOMAS

The majority of courses at most FE colleges are vocational based and so are practical,
work-related courses that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and
demands. The qualification focuses on a particular subject area where students can
develop a range of specialist skills and knowledge.

NATIONAL VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS (NVQs)

NVQs are directly related to specific sectors of employment and a person’s work. There
are up to 5 levels, Level 1 being the simplest. Each NVQ is made up of units which
determine what must be undertaken and to what level. You will need to demonstrate
competency in the subject, usually through evidence in present or previous work
experience. NVQs are very practical and are supported by relevant theory.

Apprenticeships are an example of NVQ based qualifications.

Entry Level BTEC Certificates in
Skills for Working Life and Life Skills

BTEC Introductory Diplomas and
Certificates, NVQ Level 1

BTEC First Diplomas and Certificates
GCSE grades A* - C

Some GCSE passes

at grades D - G

Some GCSE passes at grade C or above,
or a relevant Level 1 qualification

Passes at AS or A Level or a relevant

Level 3 qualification

BTEC Professional Diplomas
Certificates and Awards, NVQ Level 4

Passes at AS or A Level or a relevant
Level 3 qualification, Cert of Higher Education




